
THE CHANNEL (Channel to Brazil for Christ)(Channel to Brazil for Christ)  
PO Box 804, Newport News, VA, 23607 
(757) 244 6852 
email: cbc@thechannel.org 
www.thechannel.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
POSTAGE PAID 

NEWPORT NEWS, VA 
PERMIT NO. 301 

A pathway out of poverty through 

quality education and training 

We provide quality education and training for 350 children living in poverty in the slums of Brazil.  
Our vision is to form the next generation of Christian leaders, ready to transform their communities and nation. 

 

We are an organization with 25 years of experience of working with children at risk. 
 

Our results  - preventing children going to the streets, restoring families, providing opportunity to escape poverty.  

www.thechannel.org 
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Christmas Puzzle Gift CampaignChristmas Puzzle Gift CampaignChristmas Puzzle Gift Campaign   
Dear Friend, 
 

It is always my deepest desire to share with you how much of a difference CBC is making here in Brazil. Most often, it’s when 
we understand the challenges these children face in the slums, that the significance of these smiling faces, really hits home. 
 
To bring you another step closer to the heartbeat of CBC, we are producing a special quality 165 piece photo puzzle with three 
special child stories for you to give and receive this Christmas. This is a really practical way that you can help CBC and prepare 
your Christmas gifts all at once! We’re asking you to think about who you can give this puzzle to as a delightful Christmas Gift 
and of course, if you would like one for yourself. Just complete and return the enclosed slip. 
 
It’s is no ordinary puzzle. Inside you will find the stories of three girls so as you build 
their picture you and whoever you give it to, will learn more about the lives and strug-
gles of children from the slums around CBC. Please return the insert and support this 
campaign in anyway you can. Thank you so much. 
 

On behalf of the children  Marcondes Marques, Director 
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INSIDE 

Toys fro
m Trash 



TOYS FROM TRASH 
Paula’s classroom is a laboratory 

of discovery. Her classroom is 

home to 25 students in the 

morning and an-

other 25 in the 

afternoon.  

 

Inside the class-

room each stu-

dent has a desk 

and their name 

is displayed over 

the shelf where 

they can safely store  

their work. The class functions as a 

team and each project is undertaken 

with the agreement that everyone will 

be involved and play their part. 

 

The process of making dominoes, began 

with the question what is a domino? A 

necessary question for children who 

have hardly any toys or games at home. 

Step by step the students developed an 

understanding of the game and how to 

play. The next step was to collect the 

materials necessary to make a full set of 

dominoes. After drawing a full set on 

the whiteboard, the number of milk car-

tons, blue paper to cover and dots 

needed were calculated and work began 

on construction.  

 

In addition to the dominoes Paula  

also made ‘slinkies’ from drink bottles,  

a bench strong enough to hold adults  

and a catching game, again using the 

tops of plastic bottles. 

 

Paula’s students have shown great pro-

gress in their academic lives as a result 

of projects like this. We especially see 

improvements in motivation, social 

skills and confidence to open up about 

what is happening in their lives. 

 

What impresses us the most is the  

affection which the pupils have for  

Paula as she seeks to open up the  

imagination of her students.  

As one child said: “We don’t have anything to 

give her so we give her our help because she 

does such cool things for us.” 

“Teacher, thank you for CBC, 
you put all of this here for us 

and it’s so nice.”  
 

“Did you put these trees here? 
wow, you should be the Major, 

your really care for us! 
 

“Teacher, thanks to you I de-
cided to keep studying and 
now I am going to earn 5 

times more than if I had left 
CBC three years ago when you 

encouraged me to stay.”  

 

Congratulations Paula and all of the Brazilian teach-

ers for creatively teaching in such an engaging and 

resourceful way. 

 

 

PRAYER & UPDATES 
 

 The teachers are currently ask-

ing for your prayers as they attempt 

to calm and  work with children who 

have been out of school for so long 

because of public school strikes. 

These strikes are continuing and 

now involve state schools as well as  

    some city run schools. 

 

 BAKERY UPDATE - Thanks for your 

response to our bakery appeal. We 

have begun the renovation of the site. 

We need to buy 10 carts for baking 

wh i ch  c o s t 

$1,200 each.  

Please support 

this campaign 

and let us know 

if you would like 

more details. 

 

 

PRICELESS — FAITH IN 
ACTION 

Keeping a project going is often a tiring 

and thankless task. That is until you hear 

something like this… Here are a few priceless words  

from the lips of children and young people at CBC. 

Dominoes made with milk cartons 

A padded bench made from a 

cardboard box re-enforced 

with plastic bottles. 

A poem, „Let‟s Play With Words‟ with 

brightly decorated pencils for children to 

write their own poetry. 


