
It wasn’t just 
Marc and 
Ruth’s next 
door 
neighbor 
who got a 
shock when 
he opened 
up his morn-
ing newspa-
per on May 
12, to find 
Marc’s pic-
ture on the front page. Many of 
CBC’s friends in Hampton Roads  

 
This strike action in Brazil serves 
to remind me just how important 
an after-school program like CBC 
University of Life is in the life of a 
child. Even though our children in 
the program do not have the op-
portunity to go to their public 
schools at the moment, they have 
not missed a single day at CBC. 
Here they can enjoy a consistent 
and loving learning environment 
to nurture and sustain their edu-
cation. 
 

But let justice roll on like a 
river, righteousness like a 

never-failing stream!  Amos 
5:24 

 

On behalf of the children 
 
 
 
 

Marcondes Marques 

Message from the DirectorMessage from the Director   
 
Dear Friend, 
 
My frustration with the public 

school system in Brazil 
 
CBC is located in a community in 
the city of Fortaleza where local 
public school teachers are cur-
rently entering a second month of 
strike action. Their goals are to 
raise their pay which is currently 
$2.60 per hour and reduce their 
hours which include 200 hours of 
classroom time per month. You 
can watch them striking and cam-
paigning (in Portuguese of 
course!) on this you tube video. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qsOukqSGdpE  
 
One of the consequences of this 
strike is that children all over the 
city are without school, wandering 
around the streets and missing 
out on their right to education. 
They are falling behind in their 
ability to compete in the market 
place, losing confidence in their 
self-worth and learning not to rely 
on public services which should 
be available to them. On the other 
hand, there are hundreds of 
teachers who are tired, sick, 
poorly treated and have no moti-
vation to deliver quality education 
because of the conditions they 
have to work in. 
 
Living and working in a culture 
like this is frustrating on a daily 
basis and makes me so respect-
ful of countries like America 
where there is comparatively so 
much opportunity and quality of 
life. 

were delighted to see that the lo-
cal paper The Dailly Press had 
made Marc’s story and the minis-
try of CBC in Brazil front page 
news. 
 
The article was a great encour-
agement to us, telling the story of 
Marcs childhood, how he first 
came to America and how his 
passion to help children in need 
caused him to dedicate his life to 
the work of Channel to Brazil. We 
are so grateful to  Lisa Finneran 
from the Daily Press for her time 
and skills interviewing Marc and 
for writing the story. 
 
You can read the article in full by 
looking at the archives of the daily 
press website or by contacting us 
at the CBC office (757) 244 6852 
and we will send you a copy. 
 

 
When you navi-
gate yourself (or 
should we say 
when your GPS 
navigates you!) 
through an un-
known neighborhood, how often 
do you give a thought to the spiri-
tual needs or that community and 
its people? 
 
Well, the technology is a little 
more simple but in practice CBC’s 
mission team is creating a spiri-
tual positioning system designed 
to guide and inspire intercession 
for the community by the team. 
 
How does it work? Well, the 
teams are walking the streets, 
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using their local knowledge and 
talking to families to find out how 
they can best pray for people 
and situations in different areas. 
For example, there are known 
areas around CBC renowned for 
drug trafficking. The team has 
created a map of the community 
and marked on it the prayer 
needs that they have discovered. 
 
Prayer is a regular part of the 
weekly discipleship meetings of 
the mission team. However the 
prayer mapping will also benefit 
our regular extended times of 
prayer and fasting, including all 
night vigils in response to the 
needs of the community and in 
preparation for ministry events. 
 
Please pray for this important 
ministry - for safety, unity, victory 
and transformation in the com-
munity around CBC and for our 
mission team as they continue 
wholeheartedly in their vision 
and sacrificial work to share the 
gospel. 
 

 
In addition 
to their 
work in 
the local 
commu-
nity the 
mission 
teams 
have also been working to better 
the lives of people outside of the 
city of Fortaleza. During a recent 
mission trip to a drought stricken 
area 2 hours outside of the city, 
CBC joined in partnership with a 

local orphanage to serve their 
needs and hold special events over 
a weekend. 80-100 children at-
tended the events each day and at 
the end of the trip 40 children made 
personal commitments of faith for 
the first time.  

A trip like this costs us approxi-
mately $800, could you or your 
friends help us to go on another 
trip this year?  
 

 
 
 

Do you think a child living in the 
favelas would be able to tell you 
anything about air pollution, recy-
cling, poisonous plants, water or 
astronomy? Well, the children and 
young people at CBC University of 
Life would certainly be able to be-
cause this month they are all study-
ing these and other themes associ-
ated with caring for the environ-
ment. 
 
For the second year running each 
grade level is studying a different 
theme which they will present to 
the rest of the school in a special 
event called a ‘culminancia’ which 
means culmination in Portuguese. 
 
Expanding the horizon of children 
and young people who live in a 
closed environment such as the 
slums of Brazil can be life chang-
ing. When children see the world 

THANK YOU    Visit us online 
www.thechannel.org 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS THIS MONTHPRAYER REQUESTS THIS MONTH  

  
··   For children at the project who For children at the project who 

experience physical abuse in experience physical abuse in 
their family livestheir family lives   

  
··   For college students preparing For college students preparing 

to take exams.to take exams.   

from a different perspective it gives 
them hope and confidence that 
their lives can be different, fulfilling 
and exciting. 

 

Thank you to the dedicated and 
generous students at Hampton 
Christian School who successfully 
raised funds for a whole classroom 
renovation. Our youngest students 
are now enjoying their new desks, 
a fresh coat of paint and an exciting 
environment to learn.  

 

We have 8 more classrooms full 
of students who would also 

benefit from a classroom make-
over. Could you hold a fundrais-

ing event? The cost of each 
classroom makeover is  
approximately $2,500.  
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